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Overview of Your Day at the Executive Residence

·   Tour of the Governor’s Residence: A docent will be stationed inside the Executive Residence in each room of the first floor public areas to explain the history and items which make the Residence unique.  A children’s script is incorporated for classroom tours.  The tour is approximately 30 minutes long and will include the foyer, ladies’ room, dining room, reception room, drawing room, library, and sun room.

·   Stroll through the gardens (as time and weather permit):  Walk through the beautifully landscaped outdoor gardens and enjoy lovely perennials, annuals, coy pond, and the spectacular view of Lake Mendota.
Rules for visiting the Executive Residence

The following rules must be adhered to, with no exceptions.  Please review them carefully with your students prior to your visit:

· There is no sitting on any furniture in the public rooms, unless there is a medical emergency. 

· There is no leaning on or touching any furniture or decorative items.  Visitors may be asked to step away from furniture and keep their hands behind their backs to discourage such behavior.

· Water bottles, other drinks, gum, or food are not allowed in the Residence.

· No talking on cell phones during the tour.
· No backpacks are allowed on the tour.
· Cameras are allowed.  (
Getting Started: 
Preparing for Your Visit to the Executive Residence

Executive Residence student folder: 
In preparation for beginning this unit of study, consider having students create individual Executive Residence folders in which they may store completed activities.

K-W-L Chart: 
An effective and fun way to introduce a new unit of study is to start a K-W-L chart.  Take a large piece of chart paper and divide it into three columns labeled: Know – Want to Know – Learned.  Begin this unit by asking students what they think they already know about the Executive Residence, recording their input on the chart.  Then, ask students what they want to know and add to the chart.  At various points in the unit, have students share what they have actually learned, comparing this information to the other two columns.

Pre-Visit Activities Checklist:

The tour will be more enjoyable and educational, the more time that is spent learning about the Executive Residence and its history prior to your visit.  To this end, the following checklist of pre-visit activities is provided to assist you in planning your Executive Residence unit.  Detailed directions are provided for each activity.

· Pre-Visit Activity 1: Executive Residence History and Timeline

 (45-50 minutes)
· Pre-Visit Activity 2: A Day in the Life of Wisconsin’s Governor 

 (30 minutes)

· Pre-Visit Activity 3: Wisconsin State Seal (30 minutes) and Symbols
 (45 minutes)

· Pre-Visit Activity 4: Using Geography to Plan Your Visit 


 (45 minutes)

· Pre-Visit Activity 5: Calling Cards 






 (30 minutes)

· Pre-Visit Activity 6: A Bird’s Eye View of the Executive Residence

 (30 minutes)

Post-Visit Activities Checklist:
The best way to reinforce what students have learned is to have them talk and write about it.  The following list of post-visit activities is provided for you to select the most appropriate activities for your students. Detailed directions are provided in the packet.

· Mileage Estimation

· Room-by-Room Review

· K-W-L Chart

· Thank You Letters

· **Old Abe**
· Journal Entry as the Governor of Wisconsin

Pre-Visit Activity 1: Executive Residence & History of Wisconsin Governors
Objectives:

1. To prepare students for their tour by providing a brief history of the Executive Residence.
2. To have students become familiar with the terms that will be used on the tour.
3. To allow students to learn about Wisconsin’s past governors.
Materials:
· A history of the Executive Residence and a glossary copied for individuals and pairs.
· Computer or library access for searching Wisconsin’s governors.

Grouping: 


Reading passage: individuals or pairs


Governor history: pairs or small groups


Time allocation:


Reading passage: 20 to 25 minutes


Governor history: 1-2 days of research/presentation of brief facts

Background Information:

The reading passage is a short history of the Executive Residence and the two families who owned the Residence before it was purchased by the State in 1949.  Because students will hear about each of these families on their tour, it is important for them to learn about their significance before they visit.  The timeline activity reinforces their reading of the history.
Directions:

1. Have students read on their own or in pairs the reading passage, A History of the Executive Residence.  Depending on your class, you may choose to do this step as a read-aloud.  Refer to the glossary as needed.

2. Divide students into pairs or small groups and assign each group a governor who has resided at the Executive Residence.  Designate a library or computer lab research day for groups to research their governor.  
3. After their research is complete, have the groups present a few brief facts to the class by creating a slideshow, or by presenting their research on large paper.
A History of the Executive Residence

Construction on the mansion began in 1921.  It was built by local architect Frank Riley, who was born in 1875 and raised in Madison, Wisconsin.  Mr. Riley designed the home in a Classical Revival style for Madison businessman Carl Johnson.  Soon after construction started, Mr. Johnson’s wife passed away and the mansion was boarded up and left unfinished.  A few years later after Mr. Johnson re-married, construction continued and was finally completed in 1928.  Mr. Johnson’s two brothers also had homes right down the road from him; one was even built by the same architect, Mr. Riley, only two doors down.  In 1933, owner Mr. Johnson put the mansion up for sale and it was purchased by a Madison banker named Thomas R. Hefty.  In 1949, the mansion went up for sale a second time and was purchased by the State of Wisconsin for $47,500.
The mansion, which is now referred to as the Executive Residence and is the home of our state’s governor, consists of 34 rooms, including 7 bedrooms, 13 bathrooms, and 7 fireplaces.  There are 16,000 square feet of living space (about 8,000 square feet per floor), not including the lower level.  The home is extremely well built—the exterior walls are all 12 to 18 inches thick and are a sandstone block with a stucco finish. The Executive Residence is staffed by eight employees: Director, Executive Chef, Head of Wait staff, Housekeeper, Laundress, Gardener, Facilities Maintenance Specialist, and 24 hour security.

The Governor’s Residence is set on 3.7 acres of land overlooking Lake Mendota.  The area where the home sits was once a summertime campground site for the Ho-Chunk tribe, and has since turned into the neighborhood of Maple Bluff.  The first permanent settler in the Maple Bluff area was James Douglas McBride in 1803.  In 1856, Madison’s population was approximately 7,000 residents. Less than 20 years later, there were more than a dozen families who had homes in the Maple Bluff neighborhood.  By 1899, the first golf course in Madison was established right in the neighborhood of Maple Bluff.  The neighborhood of Maple Bluff is one of the oldest neighborhoods in the State of Wisconsin.  




   Glossary:
1. Architect – a person trained in designing and planning the construction of buildings.
2. Classical Revival style – architecture that incorporates Greek and Roman designs.
3. Sandstone – a sedimentary rock made of sand and held together with natural cement called silica.

4. Acre – a common unit of land measure now equal in the U.S. to 43,560 square feet.
5. Ho-Chunk tribe – a group of Native Americans, native to Wisconsin and Illinois.
Mini-Research Project: History of Wisconsin Governors 

My partner(s): ___________________________, ________________________________



      ___________________________,  ________________________________

Governor we are researching: __________________________________________________

Wisconsin Governors who have resided in the Residence since 1949:
· Oscar Rennebohm: 1947-1951

· Walter J. Kohler, Jr.: 1951-1957

· Vernon Thomson: 1957-1959

· Gaylord Nelson: 1959-1963

· John Reynolds: 1963-1965

· Warren Knowles: 1965-1971

· Patrick Lucey: 1971-1977

· Martin Schreiber: 1977-1979

· Lee S. Dreyfus: 1979-1983

· Anthony Earl: 1983-1987

· Tommy Thompson: 1987-2001

· Scott McCallum: 2001-2003

· Jim Doyle: 2003-2011
· Scott Walker: 2011-present 
Research Notes:  _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pre-Visit Activity 2: A Day in the Life of Wisconsin’s Governor 

Objective:
To connect the Executive Residence as the residence of the Governor of Wisconsin with the position    he/she holds in our State Capitol.
Materials:
· Pencil and a copy of the “A Day in the Life of Wisconsin’s Governor” activity sheet for each student or group.

Grouping: 


Individuals or small groups


Time allocation:


30 minutes

Background Information:

A primary objective of student tours of the Governor’s Residence is for students to understand that the Executive Residence is the home of the governor, as well as a historic house museum filled with period antiques and fine art with Wisconsin significance.  In the drawing room, there is a gallery of photographs of the governors in office who have resided at the Executive Residence since 1949.  Governors have the option of living full-time at the Governor’s Executive Residence with their families, or residing at the Residence part-time, while also retaining their personal home.  All governors may use the Residence for official business and entertaining.
This activity provides a window for students to look into and view a typical day of the governor as if they were in his or her shoes.


Some interesting facts about the Governor of Wisconsin:

· One term consists of 4 years in office, and any number of terms may be served.
· The governor must be a citizen of the United States and a qualified voter in Wisconsin.

Directions:

Students read the introduction to “A Day in the Life of Wisconsin’s Governor” and then complete the worksheet, pretending they are the governor.  They should put their own name as governor and use the introduction information for filling in the blanks.  At the end of the activity, they should think of an issue or concern that is important to them and that they would like to work on if they were governor and write about it.

A Day in the Life of Wisconsin’s Governor

Introduction

              The Governor of Wisconsin is the Chief Executive who governs the 72 counties of our state.  He or she is an elected official and head of the Executive Branch of our government.  He or she oversees the State Senate and General Assembly made up of 120 members from 40 voting districts.  The governor of Wisconsin is elected to a four-year term.

               In 1949, the Executive Residence became the official residence for the Governor of Wisconsin.  The Executive Residence is located in the Village of Maple Bluff in Madison, Wisconsin.  The Governor’s Office is in the State Capitol building in Madison, which is a short drive (3 miles!) from the Executive Residence.  Each morning, the governor is driven to his/her office by a State Trooper to fulfill the responsibilities of the position.  When you become an adult you may be elected governor and have the opportunity to reside at the Executive Residence!
Directions:  Pretend that you are the Governor of Wisconsin and complete the following activity using the information from the Introduction.


I, Governor ________________________, woke this morning to the sun shining on the beautiful gardens at my residence in __________________, Wisconsin.  I reviewed the schedule for my job as ___________________ of the state.  Today, it includes a meeting with executives of our _______ counties, a speech to a group of students concerned about college tuition, signing a bill to improve the roads in our cities, and hosting a reception to honor the men and women who volunteer as docents.  I will be driven to my office in our capitol city of ________________, which is only ______ miles from the Executive Residence.  When I return to the Executive Residence this evening, I will host a reception in the drawing room for the Wisconsin State Legislators. 

Before I end this busy day and go to bed, I will check tomorrow’s schedule, which includes a meeting with the Secretary of the Department of Administration, lunch with the Marquette University basketball team, and a visit to Bayfield to learn more about the fishing industry in my state of _____________________.  In addition, I would like to work on a concern of mine which is _______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________.
It is important to me because ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

I see the moonlight shining on the front fountain at the Executive Residence!  Good night.

Pre-Visit Activity 3:  Part A- Wisconsin’s State Seal 

                     Part B- Wisconsin State Symbol Fact Sheet
Objective:
1. To identify the symbols on the state seal/flag and understand their significance.
2. To learn the significance of our state symbols and be able to recognize them.
Materials:
· Seal worksheet and crayons and colored pencils for each student.
· State symbols informational sheet.

Grouping: 


Individuals

Time allocation:


30 minutes
Background Information:  The state seal was created in 1836, when Wisconsin became a territory, and was revised in 1848 when Wisconsin became a state.  It was modified to its current design in 1951.  The seal consists of a coat of arms, a banner stating "Great Seal of the State of Wisconsin," and 13 stars, representing the original United States, below it.
Directions:

A. Introduce the background information paragraph below to students.  Use a projector to display a colored picture of the Wisconsin state seal so students can color their seal accordingly.
B. Read our state symbols fact sheet as a class.  Discuss the symbols and why they are significant to our state.  Ask students questions about how familiar they are with our state symbols and if they have ever seen our state symbols.
Wisconsin State Seal
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A closer look at our state seal

A Detailed Look at Our State Seal
Top of Seal:

· “Forward”= our state motto

· A badger  = our state animal

Middle-Inside of the Shield:

· A plow = represents agriculture

· A pick and shovel = represents mining

· An arm and hammer = represents manufacturing

· An anchor = represents navigation

· Men holding the shield up = sailor and minor

Bottom of Seal:

· Cornucopia = represents abundance and prosperity

· Lead pyramid = represents wealth and the 13 original United States
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Wisconsin State Symbol Fact Sheet


State Bird: Robin 
A welcome sign of the coming spring, the red-breasted robin won the hearts of school children across the state, who voted to name it the state bird in 1926-27.
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State Tree: Sugar Maple

With its bright yellow fall colors, and its delectable spring harvest of sweet maple sugar, the sugar maple became the state’s official tree in 1949.
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State Flower: Wood Violet

Adopted as Wisconsin’s official state flower on Arbor Day 1909, the wood violet’s gentle green leaves and purple petals sway in the breeze reflecting Wisconsin’s scenic beauty.
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State Insect: Honeybee

The state recognized the sweet contributions of the honeybee as it buzzed from blossom to blossom in 1977.  The honeybee pollinates flowers, fruit trees, and vegetable blossoms.
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State Animal: Badger
Closely associated with Wisconsin since the territorial days, the ferocious badger has lent its likeness to the state’s coat of arms, flag, and song, and is even the proud mascot of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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State Fish: Muskellunge

Source of many monster fish stories in the state’s famed Northwoods, the “muskie” leapt into the state books as the official state fish in 1955.
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State Fruit: Cranberry
Wisconsin designated the cranberry as the official state fruit of Wisconsin in 2004.  They were important to the Native Americans long before the pilgrims arrived, and were eaten raw, dried, boiled, or baked with cornmeal into bread. 

Pre-Visit Activity 4:  Using geography to plan your visit
Objective:
1. To locate the Governor’s Residence, the state capitol, and the student’s school on a map of Wisconsin.
2. To estimate the distance between the student’s school and the Executive Residence using a map of Wisconsin and a map scale.
Materials:
· Wisconsin map worksheet (one for each student and one transparency)
· Overhead projector and overhead markers and/or classroom maps of the United States and Wisconsin

· Map resources such as social studies text, atlas, Internet, and so forth

Grouping: 


Pairs or small groups and whole class

Time allocation:


45 minutes

Background Information:
In preparation for visiting the Executive Residence, it is important for students to understand the geographical relationships between the Governor’s residence in Maple Bluff, the state Capitol in Madison, and the student’s school.  In addition, students need to understand Wisconsin’s geographical relationship in the United States. This activity provides students with the opportunity to work with a Wisconsin map to plan their trip to the Executive Residence and become familiar with significant geographical locations in Wisconsin.
Directions: 
1. As a class, use the United States classroom map to locate Wisconsin.  Have students identify the states bordering Wisconsin as well as Lake Michigan and Lake Superior, and add this information to their worksheet.  You may also add this information to the transparency, if using an overhead projector.
2. Using the Wisconsin worksheet and selected resources have pairs or small groups of students work together to complete the remaining information on the worksheet. 

3. As class, use the Wisconsin classroom map and/or textbook to locate Maple Bluff, Madison, and your school’s location.  Have students add these three locations to their maps and review the remaining worksheet information together.

4. Mileage estimation:  As needed, introduce this activity with a mini-lesson on using a map scale.  Have students work in small groups to estimate the distance from your school to the Executive Residence using a Wisconsin map with a scale and their completed Wisconsin worksheets.  Estimate the miles round trip and record each group’s estimation on a class chart.  On the day of your trip to the Executive Residence, ask your bus driver to keep a record of the mileage to and from the Residence.  Upon returning to school, review the class chart and compare it to the actual mileage. 
Locations, Locations!
1. Name of our state:  __________________________________

2. Great lakes bordering our state:  ____________________________________&
____________________________________ (Locate and write their names on the map)
3. States that border ours: _____________________________________________

_______________________________________ (Locate and write their names on the map)
4. Capitol of our state: _____________________________________(label with a star)
5. Leader of our state: _____________________________________

6. The governor’s Executive Residence is in the neighborhood  of  ___________________
7. My school is located in the county of _______________________ and the town of ________________________. (circle and label your county)
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Our school is ______ miles from the Executive Residence. (put a dot where your school is located)
Post-Visit Activities: Revisiting and Reviewing Your Visit to the Executive Residence
The best way to reinforce what students have learned is to have them talk and write about it.  The following list of post-visit activities is provided to help you select the most appropriate activities for your students as they revisit their trip to the Executive Residence and review the facts about Wisconsin they learned along the way.

Mileage Estimation: Upon returning to school after your visit, review the class chart of the estimated roundtrip mileage to the Executive Residence (see Pre-Visit Activity 4: Using Geography to Plan Your Visit) and compare it to the actual mileage recorded by your bus driver.

Room-by-Room Review: This activity can be a great “riding-home-on-the-bus” activity.  Divide students into six groups, with each group assigned one of the main rooms of the Residence.  Ask each group to brainstorm and come up with as many different facts or terms shared by their docent as possible.  Each group shares their knowledge with the class and other students can add additional facts.  The following Room-by-Room Review sheet can be used as a reference.
K-W-L Chart: As a class, have students complete the third column, sharing what they learned while completing this unit—both from completing the pre-visit activities and from their visit to the Executive Residence. 

Thank You Letters: While thank you letters are a considerate way for students to acknowledge their docent’s hospitality and expertise, they are also an effective way for students to revisit their trip.  Ask students to include several facts they learned on the tour and what they especially liked learning about or seeing at the Executive Residence.  Letters may be addressed to: 
Executive Residence, 99 Cambridge Road, Madison, WI 53704.
Journal Entry as the Governor of Wisconsin: As a follow-up to the writing activity completed as part of the “A Day in the Life of Wisconsin’s Governor” pre-visit activity, have students revisit, revise, and add to their journal entry.
Room-by-Room Review of Your Executive Residence Tour
Foyer

· Portrait of Governor Walker with First Lady Tonette Walker, and sons Matthew and Alex.
· Bronze chandelier is a replica of a chandelier that hangs in the White House.
Dining Room

· Walls are covered with French silk wallpaper hand-painted in China to highlight the birds and flowers of Wisconsin.
· Mahogany table and chairs are Kittinger Chippendale; chairs are hand stitched.
· Chandelier is a Waterford crystal reproduction, made of clear glass.
Reception Room

· The display case contains a collection of Old Abe glassware manufactured for the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia.
· Display case on opposite side contains a variety of dignitary gifts given to governors.
· The sconces are made of plated silver and clear cut glass.
Drawing Room

· The sconces are made of plated silver and clear cut glass.
· Portrait of Old Abe, the most famous of all Civil War mascots from Company C in Eau Claire.
· Mahogany settee from 1750; oldest piece of furniture in the Residence.
· Steinway grand piano was a gift from the Schlitz Brewery company.
Library

· Bugle: Civil War-era instrument with a cord-wrapped handle and tethered mouthpiece.
· Fireplace is created of Italian sienna marble with a similar shell design as the mirror.
· Walls are a hand-rubbed solid walnut paneling which has been pegged together without nails.
· Thirteen star boat flag; used from 1862-1916.
Garden Room

· Chandelier is a reproduction of Venetian chandelier made in France and is painted metal.
· Flooring is black and white marble featuring a Greek key border.
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